Kwalikum Secondary Japan Study Tour 2010
KSS is now planning its 6th study tour to Japan.  This is an intensive tour for 20 students that is a combination school visit, home stay and tour. We will be away approximately14 days, - tentatively April 27 to May 11, 2010.  We will spend about half that time at our sister school, Suzuka High School, in Suzuka Japan.  The rest of that time will be spent on our own visiting important cultural sites in Kyoto, Himeji, Hiroshima and Tokyo.
Suzuka High School and KSS have been exchanging individual students for four years.  We recently expanded that connection to a formal sister school relationship.  This  includes individual student exchanges and short-term group exchanges.  We have invited Suzuka to send a group of students and teachers to visit us and they will be sending a group of 15 students and three teachers here from May 2 to May 6, 2009.  We will be looking for families to host a student during that time.
Chaperones

Mr. Brad Wilson, Japanese Teacher

(bwilson@sd69.bc.ca)

Mr. Sri Hoheisel



(shoheise@sd69.bc.ca.)
One more staff member yet to be chosen.

Possible 13 Day Itinerary (times are approximate)

Home Stay/School Visit

The students and teachers will be taken care of by the families they stay with during the first part of the trip.  Meals will be provided by the home stay family.  Before leaving for Japan, students will be taught the proper etiquette to follow in a Japanese home, common family routines, table manners, bathroom use and the Japanese necessary to be polite.

Day 1

-
Leave KSS by bus at 5 a.m. for the Departure Bay ferry.



-
Take ferry from Departure Bay to Horseshoe Bay.



-
Take chartered bus from Horseshoe Bay to Vancouver




International Airport.



-
Depart Vancouver for Nagoya airport.



- 
Arrive at Nagoya at about 5pm



-
Take a charted bus from Nagoya to Suzuka City at 6pm



-
Arrive at Suzuka Secondary in Suzuka City at 8pm and 




meet home stays families.

Day 2

-
Activities organized by Suzuka Secondary.  These could include:





- Class observation and participation

- Visit to city hall

- Tour of local sites of interest

Day 3

-
Activities organized by Suzuka Secondary.

Day 4

-
Activities organized by Suzuka Secondary.

Day 5

-
Activities organized by Suzuka Secondary.

Day 6

-
Activities organized by Suzuka Secondary.

Tour

During this portion of the trip, we will be visiting important cultural sites during the day as a group.  Mr. Wilson will be the guide for some of these sites, but we will access local volunteer guides for others.  We will travel by Shinkansen (bullet train), local train, bus and taxi.  Train travel will be done under a one-week Japan Rail Pass.  We will stay in hotels with two or three students to a room.  Students will get breakfast, lunch and dinner on their own or with the teachers during this time.  Before leaving for Japan they will be taught how to order food at Japanese restaurants, talk with clerks and shop keepers, how to use money in Japan and how to be polite to the people serving them.

Day 7

-
Say goodbye to our hosts and take local train to Nagoya station at 




9 am.



-
Take the Shinkansen to Kyoto at 11 am.



-
Arrive in downtown Kyoto at 12 pm.



-
Check in to The Hotel  New Miyako at 12:10 (the hotel is across 




from the train station)

-
From 1 pm to 5 pm, tour the restaurants and shops in the downtown area have lunch at the inexpensive restaurants in the

train station.  Then take a local bus to Kiyomizu Dera (Pure Water Temple)



-
Return to train station and visit the subway station under it for a 




lesson on how to use the subway.



-
Students have free time traveling in groups of three or more until




curfew at 10 pm.

Day 8
-
Take a local train to Nara to visit Todaiji.  This is said to be the 




largest wooden structure in the world and houses a six meter tall




statue of the Buddha.

Day 9 -
Take the Shinkansen from Kyoto to Himeji.  Visit and tour Himeji




castle.



-
Have lunch in Himeji and board the Shinkansen for Hiroshima.



-
Check into our new hotel and explore the surrounding area.

Day 10
-
Visit the Hiroshima Peace Park and Museum.



-
Visit the statue to commemorate Sadako, a girl who died from




radiation poisoning about 10 years after the atom bomb was 




dropped on Hiroshima.  Deposit 1,000 paper cranes at that site




and make a prayer for peace.



-
visit the Peace Museum.



-
Have lunch.



-
Take the ferry to Miajima.  Tour the island and the Shinto shrine.



-
Return to Hiroshima have supper and go to the baseball stadium. 




Watch the Hiroshima Carp take on one of Japan's other pro 




baseball teams.

Day 11

-
Take the Shinkansen from Hiroshima to Tokyo.  This is a five or 




six hour trip.



-
Take a local train to our hotel.  Explore the area around the hotel 




and have dinner.

Day 12
-
By local transit, travel to the Imperial Palace, and “Electric Town”.



-
Visit the Sony Showcase store.

Day 13            -
Morning free.  About 2pm leave hotel for Narita Airport by   chartered bus.  Depart Narita Airport at 6 pm.  Arrive at Vancouver Airport at 9:30 am.  Board chartered bus at the airport for Horseshoe Bay at 10:30.  Arrive at Horseshoe Bay at 11:30.  Take the 12:30 ferry to Departure Bay - arrive at 2pm.  Meet families at Departure Bay terminal.


Projected Costs

Projected Trip Cost
$3,500

Three payment installments starting in fall, 2009
This includes:

-   Air, land and sea transport.

-   Hotels

-   breakfasts on the tour portion

-   all meals on the home stay portion

-   Travel Insurance

This does not include:

-  lunch and dinner while on the tour.
-  transport during free time on the tour.

-  spending money

Student Selection Criteria
This trip is an official school exchange and is taking place during class time.  The trip has educational benefits for the students, but does take place during the regular school time and so the students will miss classes.  Only students who have demonstrated that they are steady workers and can get along with their peers and teachers will be considered for this trip.  Student grades will be monitored in the months leading to the trip.  If students are struggling in their classes they will be dropped from the trip.
Fund Raising

Fund raising is a parent responsibility, but the school chaperones will help where ever  and when ever possible.  The selection of a chair, secretary and treasurer for the fund raising group is a priority.  

Will you join us?

If your son or daughter is going to participate in this study tour to Japan we need to know who is interested.  At this point we would ask you to complete and return the initial application form by Friday, December 2nd.  This will not commit you in any way to the trip but will help us get an idea of how many people are interested and who they are.  We will hold a meeting for parents and students on  Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 7 pm in room 205 at KSS. At that meeting we will go over the trip and projected costs and will have a presentation from the Fund Raising Chair Person of the 2008 Japan trip.  She will outline her responsibilities and answer questions about her fund raising experience.
Japan Exchange Tour 2010

Initial Application

Student Name: ________________________

Student Grade:  ________

Parent/Guardian Information 1:

Name: ______________________________  Relationship to student: ______________

Home telephone #:  _____________________  

Work telephone #:   _____________________  

Cell telephone #:  _____________________  

Address: _______________________________________________________________

e-mail address: ___________________

Parent/Guardian Information 2:

Name: ______________________________  Relationship to student: ______________

Home telephone #:  _____________________  

Work telephone #:   _____________________  

Cell telephone #:  _____________________  

Address: _______________________________________________________________

e-mail address: ___________________

We will attend the parent and student information meeting on Wednesday, December 10 in room 205 at 7 pm at KSS.

Will attend  ____


Will not be able to attend ____
